
March 21, 2023 Edition

Operations

Urgent - Help needed in filling vacant ER shifts at Strathmore Hospital- March 25,
2023

Strathmore District Health Service – ER Saturday, March 25th 10:00pm – 8:00am

If you are available to fill these ER shifts please contact:

Dr. David Piesas, Section Chief, Strathmore david.piesas@ahs.ca or Dr. Scott Slemko
scott.slemko@gmail.com

FAQ re Elimination of EMS Park

Please see FAQ to support staff, physicians and leaders working towards the elimination of
EMS park.

As questions continue to come forward, we are happy to make updates to the FAQ. Please send our
way.

Kimberly L. Poong, BScN, RN, MBA

Program Director, Clinical Operations

Office of the VP & Chief Operating Officer | Office of the VP & Medical Director

P: 780-721-6650

Connect Care Updates

As we continue our progress towards Connect Care Launch 6, please take note of the following
(hopefully) useful points:

1) I have reserved conference room 10302 on the 10th floor at RGH for a few ASAP prescriber review
sessions as we get closer to launch. While this will NOT replace basic training and personalization
sessions, those who have persistent questions after completing their training will hopefully find these
group sessions helpful for troubleshooting common workflow questions and also some tips / tricks
that could make your life easier during the transition to the new EMR. The dates are: April 19, 20, 27,
and 28, at 12:00-14:00. Anyone can sign up (even from launch 4 and 5 sites) but launch 6 physicians
will be prioritized if enrollment is larger than expected. Please let me know if you are planning to
attend so I have an idea of numbers.
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2) See the list of links below for several helpful resources / documents relevant to the Calgary Zone:

Connect Care physician resource webpage 
Common Workflows document for the Calgary Zone
Link to Mike Betzner's Bring Your Own Device tipsheet (you will need your AHS password
to access this site)

 As always, if you have any questions please let me know

Chris Hall

PSF application is open.

See attached PSF mandate and review process and application form.

Deadline for submission: April 13, 2023

Next withdrawal: April 18, 2022

DEM Faculty Small Group Sessions aka Group Emergency Medicine Sessions
(GEMS): Ask and you shall receive!

We have done an education focused needs assessment of our DEM physicians and one major area
that was identified was the need for faculty only small group sessions to cover high yield emergency
medicine topics together.

The DEM is launching NEW faculty only, expert facilitated, small group sessions open to ALL DEM
Staff Physicians.

WHEN: Once monthly (October 2023 - June 2024; Not running over summer)

WHAT: Topics are pre-planned with the goal to cover bread and butter Emergency Medicine topics
and will be facilitated IN PERSON by experts in the topic areas. Some of the topics we will be
covering this year include: pediatrics (twice), addictions, sports medicine, connect care optimization,
geriatrics and neurology. Each session will be 1.5 hours long, with a maximum of 20 staff participating
in each group. The goal is to have not just the expertise of the facilitator but also that of the various
years of practice and knowledge of the staff attending the session for a shared experience. 

HOW: Using the link, you can sign up for ONE of 7 possible time slots. Given these sessions don't
start until October there's lots of time for you to request shifts off/yellow to accommodate the
sessions.

WHY: Because you asked for it!
WHERE: At the medical school/FMC (or a location of your groups choosing if you decide to have a
change of scenery for a session.)

Rules of engagement:

Sign up for ONE of seven possible time slots
You will need to commit to attending 60% of the sessions (5/9) IN PERSON. There will be no
virtual option to attend.
Every group will have a room booked at Foothills Medical Center (the locations will be
updated on the google document). Your group may choose to pick an alternative location but
please notify me if you are using a different location so the facilitators are also aware
(someone’s home, restaurant, coffee shop, wine bar, etc.) Please keep in mind there is no
funding for alternative locations, food or drinks.
The goal is to have each group be a mix of faculty from different sites, gender and stage of
career to ensure a robust discussion. If you are able to make a few different dates/times
please try to choose one based on that diversity.
Given that life happens and that on occasion you may not be available to attend your usual
small group, you may swap into another session running in the same week but you are only
allowed to do this TWICE in the year (please email me if you are going to swap into another
session).
There is no required pre-work to the sessions however there may be podcasts, blogposts,
journal articles emailed to you prior to a session if you would like to have a topic refresher
before attending.
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These sessions will be a safe learning space for everyone who attends. There is ZERO
tolerance for any inappropriate or unprofessional behaviour.

You will receive a post-attendance survey at the end of the year to give anonymous feedback on any
and all of the sessions as well as give suggestions for the year to come. Please also feel free to send
me any topic ideas, facilitators, other suggestions you would like incorporated to me
(fzaver@gmail.com).

 

SAVE THE DATE - Hodsman April 20

The Hodsman Legacy Lecture "Big Top Poisons" will be on April 20, 2023 from 8:30am- 12:30pm

Grand Rounds & Journal Club

City Wide Grand Rounds - March 23, 2023

Of Special Note:

1) There are 3 individual sessions.
2) Each session may have its own unique Zoom Link and Feedback Survey.

Session #1: Trauma Rounds (0800 – 0900)

Speaker: Dr. Michael Esser & Leah Foster
Topic: Pediatric TBI – old friends and old assumptions
Hybrid Meeting:  ACH Conf. Room 3 & Zoom
Zoom Link # 1: https://albertahealthservices.zoom.us/j/68955464187?
pwd=ajJSR3ZSampCbmpieXhGM21DbVRBQT09
Meeting ID: 689 5546 4187  Passcode: 107173
Attendance & Eval Link: https://survey.ucalgary.ca/jfe/form/SV_emHBshCi82T5ND8

Session #2: City-Wide Rnds (0900 – 1000)  

Speaker:Dr. Omar Damji     
Topic: Functional Neurology; Not Just A Figment of One’s Imagination. 
Zoom Link # : https://ucalgary.zoom.us/j/94817992706?
pwd=bVFKMHZyRWVlZ085QXhxNkxUaTRWQT09
Meeting ID:   948 1799 2706  Passcode: 901047
Attendance & Eval Link: https://survey.ucalgary.ca/jfe/form/SV_8dAHHJqDKnzACGO

Session #3: PEM Rounds - Sr Fellow Case Rounds  (1030 - 1130)  

Speaker: Dr. Alexandra St-Onge-St-Hilaire
Topic:Pediatric EKG Mythbuster
Zoom Link # 3 https://ucalgary.zoom.us/j/99718061393?
pwd=T2RtVDlCMkNUN1hOemVab3dhK1BqUT09
Meeting ID:  997 1806 1393 Passcode: 963031
Attendance & Eval Link: https://survey.ucalgary.ca/jfe/form/SV_7QX6Cx4ZnMR8FBY

 ** Recording Link:  Archived Rounds Recordings & Rounds Pearls can be found on our website.

In-Person Emergency Medicine Journal Club - Thursday, March 30

Date: March 30, 2023
Time:  18:00 to 21:00
Topic: The Latest Evidence on Discharging Children from the Emergency Department with
Abnormal Vital Signs
Presenters: Drs. Mary Tong and Will MacDougall
Preceptor: Dr. Mike Pierse
Hosted by:  Dr. Fareen Zaver

ARTICLE 1: Outcomes of patients discharged from the pediatric emergency department with
abnormal vital signs.
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ARTICLE 2: Pediatric Patients Discharged from the Emergency Department with Abnormal Vital
Signs

Thanks

Mary and Will

Best Practices in Organ Donation - QI Rounds, March 23
We will be reviewing 2022 data for our organ donation practice in our March 23 rounds as detailed
below with a few case presentations examples. It'll be an opportunity to remind MDs to refer to
registry (esp with Bill 205) and what criteria makes an eligible donor.
The format of the DCCM QI/Patient Safety rounds are typically open mic (ie. presentation followed by
conversation/questions).

Best Practice in Organ Donation. March 23, 2023. 12:30 – 2:00 pm

Join Zoom Meeting

https://albertahealthservices.zoom.us/j/61021372207?
pwd=L3VsYzdwL241U2h0ekN2Y0R6UEpUQT09

Meeting ID: 610 2137 2207
Passcode: 670247
One tap mobile
+15873281099,,61021372207# Canada
Dial in for audio only
       +1 587 328 1099 Canada
Meeting ID: 610 2137 2207

Selena Au MD MSc
Department of Critical Care Medicine
Associate Professor CSM
Medical Director of DCCM Quality Improvement
Quality Assurance Committee Co-Chair

Medical Director for Physician Learning Program

Journal Club: We are looking for staff preceptors and hosts for second half of
academic year.

1. Journal Club has been revamped to give it a more clinical focus. The majority of statistical analysis
teaching will now take place in other resident teaching sessions. With this change, we are hoping to
expand our list of preceptors. If you are interested in being a preceptor or co-preceptor, please reach
out to Dr. Kelsey Ragan and Dr. Dave Mainprize. kmragan@gmail.com, davegmainprize@gmail.com

2. We have moved Journal Club back to staff physician homes. As a host, you will receive $750 for
food purchases (this does not include alcohol purchases). We are hoping to fill March 2nd, March
30th and April 27th soon. If you are willing to host a Journal Club in your home, please reach out to
Sean Crooks (smcrooks@ucalgary.ca). 

Please see this Google Sheet for Journal Club dates, hosts, resident leaders and preceptors.

Kudos
Kudos to Dr. Sran on this patient commendation!

Kudos to Dr. Rose on this commendation: I was feeling very unwell when I came into
the emergency on Feb. 21, so unfortunately didn't catch all the names of people who helped
me. The nurses and physician, Dr. Stuart Rose, took the time to listen. I felt reassured when I
left, and truly appreciated the quality of care I received.

YYC ED
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Our own Dr. Jenn D’Mello (ACH Peds ED MD) is running for CMPA council.

She is one of two candidates from Alberta and would appreciate your vote.

Jenn has worked closely with the Physician’s Executive Committee of the Calgary Zone Department
of EM and has been a great resource for us.

Please expect an email from CMPA with the opportunity to vote.

Jenn’s profile is attached here.

Neil

EMBER Study update Click here to read the EMBER Study Q1 Newsletter.

Course 8 - Teaching Opportunity March 24

I am looking for preceptors to facilitate in-person Course 8 teaching from March, 2023. There are 2
different types of C8 sessions we offer *SP cases, SIM cases

 March 24 (Friday)  from 13:15 – 17:00 PM

1. SP Cases Set #3: Dying Patient-COPD & Suicide
2. SP Case Set #4: Headache Tensions & Low Back Pain-spinal Stenosis
3.  SIM Set #3: Asthma PTX Case

Let me know if you are interested in any teaching event, and I will be able to share Preceptor Guides
and detailed session objectives with you.

SP cases are mock OSCE-style sessions where the clerk will interact with an SP. Each preceptor
would be responsible for the two cases noted. The clerk performs a 10min case with an SP, while the
preceptor and group watch, they then return for feedback which is facilitated by the preceptor.

SIM cases are done in the SIM lab, the preceptor will act as a nurse during the case and then debrief
the group afterward. A SIM trained SP will run the SIMman, the preceptor is not expected to run any
SIM tech.

Signing up confirms you for the session right away.If you are having trouble signing up, email
me sessions you are interested in and I can add you.

If you want more information on any of these sessions, please let me know.

*SP stands for Standardized Patient

JingChao Wang,
course8@ucalgary.ca
403-210-3825

Academic Day Sessions - Preceptors Still Needed!!

We are still searching for preceptors for two remaining sessions for the final quarter of the academic
year. As preceptor, your role is to guide the assigned resident as they prepare their session, and be
present during the session to help answer questions and guide discussion. You will be remunerated
at the standard PGME hourly teaching rate. If you are able to preceptor any of the following sessions,
please email Anjali at anjali.pandya@gmail.com

June 22 1400-1500 Peds Endo Emergencies

 Thank you so much for your consideration!

 Catherine, Anjali and Charles

STAFF Sims Sign up - Spots still available!
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ED Staff Sim Sign Up

Dates available:

RGH June 20 (1 spot)

STAFF EXAMINERS FOR CCFP-EM ORAL EXAMS : 2023
June 8, 2023 – In Person

The CCFP-EM Residency Program is in need of 3 staff examiners for the oral exams on the following
dates:

June 8th   from 1000 – 1300

These exams have returned to In-Person sessions.

Please check your availability and let me know If you are able to help on any of these dates and
please send the responses to TriSurendra.Malasani@albertahealthservices.ca

Your help and assistance is very much appreciated!! Once confirmed I will send Calendar invites.

Tris

ROYAL COLLEGE ORAL EXAM PREP
We are looking for examiners for our R4s for their upcoming Royal College oral examination on June
6, 2023. Our resident’s have given us a number of dates that they will be available and we do will our
best to fill these spots with either 1 or 2 residents per “room” depending on how many staff examiners
we have. These sessions will be predominantly be hosted virtually (note the location on the google
doc). We will also be hosting Sask residents virtually for one of these dates, as their staff will be
providing cases for our residents.
 
Please sign up in the google document link. We will confirm your session within 1 week of the date.
Please contact Chase (krook.chase@gmail.com) for oral exam questions if you would like cases for
your sessions. 

Thank you in advance,

Brit

Peer Support 
1. Call your Peer Support Team. HERE are their phone numbers (updated Nov 2022).   The

Peer Support Team member can provide an empathetic ear, screen for safety and guide you
to resources that exist in our community (i.e PFSP).

2. Call Physician and Family Services (PFSP) – 1877SOS4MDS. THIS LINE IS AVAILABLE
24/7. You have free hours of counselling for yourself and for your family members.

Research
Change in Time for Research Day

The Department of Emergency Medicine will be hosting our 2023 Annual Research Day with our
Keynote speaker, Dr. Teresa Chan on May 4, 2023 at 8 am. We have extended the time to 12:30
pm. This will take place at the Libin Theatre with a virtual option. 

If you have a research question but don’t know where to start. Please refer to our Research support
request form. Our research team would be happy to assist you. 

Research | Cumming School of Mediciyetne | University of Calgary (ucalgary.ca)

Opportunities

UME Leadership & Teaching Opportunities
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UME has posted new leadership and teaching opportunities.  If you are interested in Medical
Education, leading change and teaching in the MD Program, you will find posted some interesting
and challenging positions.

Here is the link to the website where all the postings and job profiles are located:

https://cumming.ucalgary.ca/mdprogram/faculty/job-opportunities

All applications can be directed to our Associate Dean, Dr. Chris Naugler
at associatedean.ume@ucalgary.ca.

CME & Learning

Trauma Resuscitation in Kids (TRIK)  - April 3 - 4
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