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PhD Candidacy - Field of Study (FOS) Topics Form
This form MUST be submitted to the graduate program by ideally, 3 months in advance of the FOS exam date.

Purpose: To ensure that the student and all members of the Supervisory Committee agree with the timing expectations and required study elements of the FOS examination. The FOS examination will be comprehensive, covering a broad range of topics in the student’s core field of research, based on the provided topic areas and reading list. The student is expected to have an in-depth understanding of the topics related to their core field of research, as well as a strong foundational knowledge in areas related to their research. Competence is demonstrated by the ability to conceptually integrate their thesis research into broader scholarly contexts, answer questions and engage in discussion around their topic areas with committee members, and demonstrate understanding of the importance and relevance of their research project and how it may impact and advance existing knowledge in their field.


	[bookmark: Text3]Student Name: 
	Student’s UCID: 

	Graduate Program:
	Primary Supervisor: 

	Anticipated FOS Exam Date: 

	**Note: The FOS must only be scheduled and attempted after all pre-candidacy requirements have been fulfilled beforehand (see checklist below)
☐ Required coursework (min. of 9.0-credit units) – No further courses should be in-progress or considered beyond the FOS
☐ Attendance at 1 Research Integrity Day session (link)
☐ A minimum of 1 CIHR Sex & Gender Training Module (link) with the culminating certificate(s) of completion submitted to the graduate program for filing
☐ Successful pass/acceptance of the Thesis Proposal Evaluation (TPE) | Enter Date of Passed TPE: 



General Timeline of FOS~3-months

Student may adjust focus to ensure adequate time to study readings


The finalized Study Topics & Readings list will be unique to each student and should ideally comprise of ~4-5 study topics with ~15-25 total associated resources (~3-5 resources, per topic) upon which the examiner questioning will be based. Add or remove rows from the table on the following page, where necessary.



	Study Topics
(Breadth of Knowledge)
	Supervisory Committee Suggested Resources 
(e.g. primary literature, texts, etc.)

Reference resources using same citation format as thesis proposal/eventual final thesis
(e.g. APA 7th Ed, MLA, Chicago, IEEE, etc.)
	Depth of Knowledge
(Select the level of knowledge that should be demonstrated at examination)

	
	
	Textbook

	Review

	Primary
Literature


	1. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	2. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	3. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	4. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	5. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	6. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	7. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	8. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	9. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	10. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	11. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	12. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	13. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	14. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	15. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	16. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	17. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	18. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	19. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	20. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	21. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	22. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	23. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	24. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐

	25. 
	
	☐
	☐
	☐




Will a mock exam be provided for the student? ☐ Yes ☐ No
· Note I: Supervisor may participate in a mock candidacy exam with the student however, no other members of either the supervisory or eventual examination committees will be permitted to attend said mock exams.
· Note II: If interested, mock candidacy exams can be arranged with an Academic Development Specialist at the Chancellor Cuthbertson Student Success Centre at the main campus (link)

***Additional notes on finalized Topics & Readings List may be appended***

***Please provide signatures on the next page indicating all committee members’ approval of the above list***





	Supervisory Committee Approval

	Supervisor (Print name)


	Signature
	Date

	Co-Supervisor, if applicable (Print name)


	Signature
	Date

	Supervisory Committee Member 1 (Print name)

	Signature


	Date

	Supervisory Committee Member 2 (Print name)

	Signature


	Date

	Supervisory Committee Member 3, if applicable 
(Print name)

	Signature

	Date

	Advisory Member, if applicable 
(Print name)

	Signature

	Date

	GSE Office Use Only

	Graduate Program Director Approval (Print name)


	Signature
	Date




**REMINDER**
To pass the FOS, the examined student must be considered competent as a PhD-level academic researcher (i.e. depth of field knowledge + readiness to conduct independent research) as demonstrated by their ability to:
· Conceptually integrate their thesis research into broader scholarly contexts;
· Sufficiently answer questions and engage in discussions around the broad fields of knowledge required to indicate strong scholarly engagement with the disciplinary areas indicated on this FOS Topics form; and
· Confidently situate their area of study within the broader discipline and explain how it may impact and advance existing knowledge in the field.

Successful pass of TPE


[~3 months before FOS]
Sup Comm finalizes Topics & Readings. Submit to GPA


FOS Exam Day


[~4-weeks before FOS] Finalize exam logistics. Supervisor submits FOS Set-up form via Qualtrics


[Draft, 2026]
[Draft, 2026]
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