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CIHR Virtual Review Experience

To CSM Faculty:

We have heard some concerns by recent CIHR Project Grant applicants as to the quality
of reviews their applications receive in the virtual reviews now adopted due to COVID-19
restrictions. This may bring back bad memories of CIHR’s previous attempt at
asynchronous online reviews. However, today’s virtual reviews use modern
videoconferencing technology and more closely replicate what occurs at in-person
meetings. Since virtual reviews are with us for the time being attempts are being made
to gauge the experience and recommendations for future meetings. We want to get this
information out to applicants with some information about the experience of committee
members using the virtual review process. The good news is that overall reviewers,

Chairs, and Scientific Officers (SOs) had a positive experience, where surveys suggest:

¢ virtual reviews are working well;
¢ the quality of peer review has been maintained; and

e reviewers generally like the new approach.

In fact, 89% reported it as a positive experience and 96% would review virtually again.

Despite the overall success, virtual reviews had some drawbacks. Based on 709 survey
respondents to CIHR (Reviewers, Chairs and SOs), some felt discussions were shorter
and fewer people participated in the discussions. They also felt networking opportunities

were lost.

However, it is reassuring that CIHR is diligent in assessing the virtual peer review
system and other aspects of Project Grant peer review. Note that some changes to the
Project Grant Program are anticipated as early as the Spring 2021 competition. The
OADR Grant Development Office will be providing a number of information sessions for
the Spring 2021 competition, including a panel discussion amongst those who recently
participated in the virtual review. Stay tuned for these dates to be announced early in
2021.
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Best,

Jenna

Jenna Slobozian®e™ RA| Manager, Grant Development

OADR Grant Development Office | Cumming School of Medicine | University of Calgary
Cell: 403-389-6638 | E-mail: j.slobozian@ucalgary.ca

https://go.ucalgary.ca/index.php/email/emailWebview?__cf_chl_captcha_tk__=ee6e6c925e5d864eb7ef4ee8b749660ad894671d-1608584032-0-AUU...  2/2


https://em.ucalgary.ca/ol/h0pUd83Ldlhd6BYgutO1DPC0z3iWLMn-7vEwRKa1i55niwVuYOPLdQyi3oECTcR0aPqZCAZNQ9ZlyQgFSqaGct0QvPBUDxyhVTr3iq7IT5hNcLh03dN4sauknnUMroDTyw-dUR1eFDdvbAOeYow1iWC0YMJ6C1rVvH7ZIZUiwW5Oww,,/jUhTecDGKVlNoVdlsbPWIbzgkjzOfda9uL1xDvb0y4E92Adsd__KOVPsgJ5YEoEmbP2LFQcDXJNyzUFKH_OQfZJD8rhODlOkUTj6k-7dfYxAZfl32ddk86e11WULvpCQl0_JCF0NSDxqZQWUZbY0hSnuP558UgiTxW_OPtomhQIYrLcL36afV4WwqmOVw3zCwhiFAUtJ09G063-VH7Bkqt4utmsw6XQMZNb87xrF9bgBqCsRo9lBnU1VpfBVE_9G8yCDUgfWt4ftTcBlWreFqvrw7u4xVTsC2IF-Y0HTeVDgO6yIahhF0z29nD0RHzV-dgR9L9gbpwTViU9wXe4CQi2Zygxz6lsP2IZUzrjKlAW4XHbhbBTylxue_gePELUO9k7BueoUwy6EADbAyuszVVKMOsT6mHueXqKcvFMDQ9JrXs4eOoG2xe2WlcRslSz-bw,,
https://em.ucalgary.ca/ol/h0pUdcDMdlhd6BYgutO1DPC0z3iWLMn-7vEwRKa1i55niwVuYOPLdQyi3oECTcR0aPqZCAZNQ9ZlyQgFSqaGct0QvPBUDxyhVTr3iq7IT5hNcLh03dN4sauknnUMroDTyw-dUR1eFDdvbAOeYow1iWC1YsF3B1TUvH7ZIZUiwW5Oww,,/jEpQdMzIKFxYvEti5KaUJ63qjTTObri9uL1xDvb0y4E92BdzefjwLE7k1dZINoIbb-aXNTY6JZQw0DluIuS7UYt14MFqG26zexLsqa_rZqJHW6By-Ot4yaKp92IyrvmDn3aaPHkeEUs_aCGuX5EztzfrE6VwVxaF0nDZN7AZhCpalqU-86f4eeOs1HHw_hfyyiWdDmVfyvCR4nWSAok6r_AniHQR_AASScrc5jnDz5F3jHYVwcJ6oxF_x85XCuBc7hjaaijV77rNR8dXdrmGqrHQickPa00Gvqsbfz7VPnaHPa-sTAxpw0KLhAI1HxltKDxKPskigTvUrStofsFX
https://em.ucalgary.ca/ol/h0pUd8PPdlhd6BYgutO1DPC0z3iWLMn-7vEwRKa1i55niwVuYOPLdQyi3oECTcR0aPqZCAZNQ9ZlyQgFSqaGct0QvPBUDxyhVTr3iq7IT5hNcLh03dN4sauknnUMroDTyw-dUR1eFDdvbAOeYow1iWC1ZclwDVPfvH7ZIZUiwW5Oww,,/jE1Yc8bPI1lNoVdlsbPWNb760SDDe5Svuq5kR_Tnnd8x1UF9e-ncd0fmhNZCU4I9aeCdCAcDXKBzyRpZGfnQLtBw9flUCFj8SD_536zRe7Jafr8u2dhL74Gv12kxnve0lg3cPHk2RF9BbzOHXYgwqzzEGYMKUTKO1XLrIYYHtjE-j7Er1KWvWbK50SWVw1SX1maCE2JLytKo4FCfOcpijtUptFkm32o-f7Ll-w_i9-8h-T4U97x83ihJ5u9IFOtG0RmBdwrt9N_MaM5Zd4CmwNbGltcsYxo6ptcLK0DlB1adApqpSwdb2CeCnWYMPQ1lEwVSJtYaniS_7llvQ80KFRGBthwnlGs2-Jxr-73NnzejOX_4CC3QgxOlxx-XD40R6SWCy-0pz3M,
https://em.ucalgary.ca/ol/h0pUecDNdlhd6BYgutO1DPC0z3iWLMn-7vEwRKa1i55niwVuYOPLdQyi3oECTcR0aPqZCAZNQ9ZlyQgFSqaGct0QvPBUDxyhVTr3iq7IT5hNcLh03dN4sauknnUMroDTyw-dUR1eFDdvbAOeYow1iWC1YsF3ClrfvH7ZIZUiwW5Oww,,/jEpQdMHGI1lNoVdlsbPWNr7kiyHFaNartLEyKuTr9d0_11whf-fbB1Xgg45UBbgiTOORCDYkOaZlkRxtLNiRUq1Lz-9pPFGdWRjWk4jUXoRheJ5n3eVL5p6v1E8Hndmmk1HmX3o4UCBWNwq6WokOlw7tPLMWDAuS-FPKLYUUpjAK164c7LeeLrfk41yipU-V2BOeJ2tJxu-q4FSVIpd6y-MmmXYR3UR2SdTcyTDLxrEI-wNr29hZgDJi5s1ABeNB1B2CDRDv0oTNeuBBe4G-pNihnsgdSRpkurAATmqBLUyeO7i9TRdf6SHdkScPPBVMJT5WGdgIngOu7GsKReIkHw,,
https://em.ucalgary.ca/ol/h0pUdczMdlhd6BYgutO1DPC0z3iWLMn-7vEwRKa1i55niwVuYOPLdQyi3oECTcR0aPqZCAZNQ9ZlyQgFSqaGct0QvPBUDxyhVTr3iq7IT5hNcLh03dN4sauknnUMroDTyw-dUR1eFDdvbAOeYow1iWC1YsRxCFHfvH7ZIZUiwW5Oww,,/jEpVcsPNI1xYvEti5KaTbLrhkDfPYJGptZxoCvbq1c4swAZ9c7PCM1XQnNxaQZcrT_m3Cw0ZJ6RL9ggJCtWjRIRu1_5oEXWFSBT-o4jJRoN_eJt69tVg24K87moJhd-1lnjNBGVYdUd8NTzOZZgTshP0A5ovfDbU8m7DHYw7nh8ynb9WxYqRWIbn_yO42kaW52a6EkFu3vW5xG22BLBElcdRi2YC32UTabDC1x_tx7AhpAtp0LxZuTJi2PFiEftNyjq9UC-w0IPORN1bSpqLpO7Ghq4LWioRj9YfTkDkLQu3GKesSwdFxD2UpGQ_IwxjCBJZB-M-pTaJrlALZ7s8Twrt

