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Update on 2022-2023 Influenza Vaccine Effectiveness

TARRANT News & Updates   
                                
Dear Colleagues,

Your data is published again!

 

Our 4-province Canadian Sentinel Practitioner Surveillance Network team has published the effectiveness of this

year’s Flu vaccine against the epidemic of Influenza A H3N2 Epidemic during November and December. It was

released on 2 Feb in Eurosurveillance, an on-line journal that has a fast turnaround time to keep up with the speed of

infectious disease. The results show that Vaccine provided substantial protection with vaccine effectiveness (VE) of

54% (95% CI: 38 to 66) overall. This is better than usual effectiveness against H3N2 viruses, which is usually lower

than 40%.

 

As previously, the report is notable for the short time from last samples taken to date of publication, which was made

possible by sending the manuscript in for rapid review, then updating the numbers in the tables with the latest data

just before publication. This is an amazing model of publication that allows fast evidence production.

 

This data was interesting since there was a very time-specific Influenza epidemic, at the same time as an RSV

epidemic, mainly among children, while the COVID-10 epidemic continued, as you can see in our reports of your data.

These multiple parallel epidemics are quite different from the early phase of the COVID epidemic, where all other

viruses were suppressed.  We still do not understand why that happened: how much was contributed by behavior of

isolating and masking, and how much was contributed by some interaction of viral responses, such as whether

having COVID-19 infection perhaps suppressed other virus circulation.
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Euro Surveill. 2023;28(5):pii=2300043.

https://doi.org/10.2807/15607917.ES.2023.28.5.2300043

 

Rapid communication
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