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UNDERGRADUATE MEDICAL EDUCATION (UME) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
TECHNICAL STANDARDS FOR STUDENTS IN THE MD PROGRAM  
 
 
The following standards were based on the recommendations of the AAMC Special 
Advisory Panel on Technical Standards for Medical School Admission, which was 
approved by the AAMC Executive Council on January 18, 1979, and on the Ontario 
Medical School Learning Policy.  They are reviewed by the Undergraduate Medical 
Education Committee at regular intervals of not less than 5 years to ensure that they 
remain relevant to current curricular design. 
 
These technical standards are essential to the completion of the educational program of 
the MD program at the University of Calgary.  A candidate for the MD degree must 
demonstrate the following abilities: 
 
 
Observation  
 
A student must be able to participate in learning situations that require skills in 
observation. In particular, a student must be able to accurately observe a patient and 
acquire visual, auditory and tactile information.  

 
 

Communication  
 
A student must have a good (proficient, expressive and receptive) use of the English 
language. Examples of areas in which skillful English communication are required in the 
first 2 years include, but are not limited to, answering oral and written exam questions, 
presenting information in oral and written form, and participating in small group 
discussions/interactions. A student must be able to observe, hear and speak to patients 
in order to effectively and efficiently elicit information, describe mood, activity, and 
posture and perceive non-verbal communication. A student must be able to 
communicate effectively and sensitively with patients, families and any member of the 
health care team. A student must also be able to coherently summarize a patient’s 
condition and management plan verbally and in writing.  

 

              Departmental Guidelines 
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Motor / Tactile  
 
A student must demonstrate sufficient motor function and tactile ability to safely 
perform a physical examination on a patient, including palpation, auscultation and 
percussion. The examination must be done independently and in a timely fashion.  A 
student must be able to use common diagnostic aids or instruments either directly or in 
an adaptive form. (e.g., sphygmomanometer, stethoscope, otoscope and 
ophthalmoscope). A student must be able to execute motor movements that are 
required to provide general and emergency medical care to patients.  

 
 

Intellectual-Conceptual, Integrative and Quantitative Abilities  
 
A student must demonstrate the cognitive skills and memory necessary to measure, 
calculate, and reason in order to acquire, organize, analyze and integrate information. In 
addition, the student must able to comprehend dimensional and spatial relationships.  A 
student must be able to demonstrate these abilities in a manner consistent with the 
timely provision of general and emergency medical care to patients. 

 
 

Behavioural and Social Attributes  
 
A student must consistently demonstrate the emotional health required for full 
utilization of his or her intellectual abilities. The application of good judgment and the 
prompt completion of all responsibilities related to the diagnosis and care of patients 
are necessary. The development of mature, sensitive and effective relationships with 
patients, families and other members of the health care team are also required. The 
student must be able to tolerate the physical, emotional and mental demands of the 
program and function effectively under stress in order to maintain both physical and 
mental health. Adaptability to changing environments and the ability to function in the 
face of uncertainties that are inherent in the care of patients are both necessary. Finally, 
taking responsibility for themselves and their actions is expected.  

 
 

Confidentiality Agreement (Application Process) 
 
Applicant agrees to abide by the standards of confidentiality which include non-
disclosure of any or all the contents included in and relating to the Multiple Mini 
Interviews.  Applicant will treat all aspects of the MMI as confidential and will not 
disclose information about them in the future. 
 
 
Effective Date:      January 25, 2013 
Reviewed & Updated by Admissions Committee:    January 21, 2020 
Approved by UMEC:       January 31, 2020 


