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Conference Overview

This conference uses interactive, small group workshops to 
share the latest knowledge and best practices in managing 
challenging health issues that commonly present in rural 
communities, across the continuum of care. 

Conference Objectives

At the end of this conference, participants will be equipped to:
•	 Identify gaps in teaching skills for preceptors in rural sites 

throughout Southern & Central Alberta.
•	 Create local expertise in teaching to allow future faculty-

run development.
•	 Develop links between disciplines and teaching sites.

Planning Committee

Dr. Aaron Johnston, Director
Dr. Kristy Penner (Chair)
Dr. Ashley Rommens
Dr. Benjamin Tan
Dr. David Pontin
Dr. Jaclyn Mann
Dr. Jon Somerville
Dr. Luke Turanich
Dr. Maryanne Rockx Erickson
Dr. Roisin Dempsey 
Dr. Ron Spice
Dr. Scott MacLeod 

Study Credits

CFPC
MAINPRO + GROUP LEARNING
This one credit per hour Group Learning program has been
certified by the College of Family Physicians of Canada and 
the Alberta Chapter for up to 6 Mainpro+ credits. 

Visit CFPC hps://cfpc.ca to record your learning and outcomes.

RCPSC
MOC SECTION 1
This event is an Accredited Group Learning Activity (Second 1) 
as defined by the Maintenance of Certification Program of 
the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada, 
and approved by the University of Calgary, Office of Con-
tinuing Medical Education and Professional Development. 
You may claim a maximum of 6.0 hours (credits are auto-
matically calculated).

Visit MAINPORT hps://mainport.royalcollege.ca to record 
your learning and outcomes.

Disclosure of Potential Financial Conflicts of Interest

In keeping with accreditation guidelines, speakers 
participating in this event have been asked to disclose 
to the audience any involvement with industry or 
other organizations that may potentially influence the 
presentation of the educational material. Disclosure will 
be done verbally and using a slide prior to the speaker 
presentation.

DLRI Staff

Dr. Rebecca Malhi 
Dragana Stanojevic
Jessica Vause
Rachel Trudel
Karen Joorisity
Deborah Treijs



Family Mixer
Enjoy some appetizers and meet the Director of Distributed 
Learning and Rural Initiatives, Dr. Aaron Johnston.

7:00pm

7:30am

2:00pm

2:45pm

3:45pm

4:00pm

Breakfast

The future of health care in lands of the past
Working together for better health in rural areas

Enjoy a variety of hot breakfast options before workshops begin.

Salon A

Friday, September 27

Salon A

Saturday, September 28

8:30am

9:30am

10:30am

10:45am

11:45am

Registration Opens

Workshop 1    

Break

Workshop 2  

Break

Lunch

Dr. Ram and Dr. Savage discuss Graduated Independence in 

Learners.

Break

Workshop 4  

Workshop 5  

Plenary Dinner  

Salon B 

Visit our table to collect your name tag and program.

Join us for a coffee before your next workshop.

Dr. Maseka discusses how to do a great assessment / ITERS.

Join us for lunch before your next workshop.

Salon A

1:00pm

Workshop 3  

9:00am

Opening remarks
Dr. Penner and Dr. Johnston open the conference.

Moderated by Dr. Penner, Dr. Ram and Dr. Rockx Erickson will 
share their perspective on parenting and competing demands 
during this moderated panel.

Join us for a snack before your next workshop.

Schedule

2:15pm

2:00pm

3:15pm

3:30pm

UCLIC Preceptor Meeting

Salon A

4:45pm

3:15pm

6:30pm

Join us for a snack before your next workshop.

Join your fellow Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship colleagues 

and Dr. Ritesh Ram for a preceptor meeting.

Hear Dr. Olfert reflect on his career spanning over 40 years. 
Enjoy dinner as we explore the challenges and triumphs of rural 
practice, technical changes, and reflect on our future.

Explore meaningful and novel approaches to recognition for 
DME faculty with Dr. Johnston.

Explore the CFPC evaluation objective of professionalism and 
its 12 themes with Dr. Lena Derie-Gillespie.

Salon B 

Salon B 

Salon B 

Salon B 

Salon A

Salon A

Salon A

Salon A

Salon B 

Lobby



Speakers
Dr. Aaron Johnston MD I CCFP, CCFP-EM, FCFP

Aaron is the Director of Distributed Learning and 
Rural Initiatives at the University of Calgary; He 
is also the chair-elect of the College of Family 
Physicians of Canada Section of Teachers. 
Originally from rural Ontario, he is passionate 
about medical education and rural health care. 
Aaron is married and has 2 girls. When not at 
work he enjoys skiing, hiking and spending time in 
outdoor Alberta. 

Dr. Kristy Penner I MD, CFPC

Kristy attended the University of Alberta for 
medical school before completing her Rural 
Residency training with the University of Calgary. 
She has been a full scope rural family physician for 
nine years and currently practices in the Crowsnest 
Pass.   

Dr. Lena Derie-Gillespie I MD, CCFP, MPH, BSW

Lena was born and raised in Oyen, Alberta. She 
trained in social work, law, and medicine at the 
University of Calgary, completing a family medicine 
residency in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. Lena 
went on to attain a Masters of Public Health at New 
Mexico State University.

Dr. Luke Savage I MD, CCFP

Luke lives with his wife and 4 children in Three 
Hills AB, where he started practice almost 10 years 
ago, after being there as a learner himself. As a 
preceptor, he has been encouraging learners to 
“ride their bike” for the past 7 years. Watching 
learners find their balance is one of the joys of his 
medical career.

Dr. Lawrence Olfert  I MD, FRCPC, CCFP

Graduating from the University of Saskatchewan in 
1973, Lawrence established his current practice in 
Drumheller after a rotating internship at St. Paul’s 
Hospital in Saskatoon, practice in Unity (a small town 
of 2000), and second year of residency in UBC. 
His full range of family practice includes obstetrics, 
emergency, inpatients and office work. Lawrence 
began as Chief of Staff in the local hospital in 1983 and 
became the first medical director of Health Authority 
5 in 1993. He won RhPAP’s 2007 Rural Physician of 
the Year Award, was involved in the development of 
telehealth, and is a member of the TOP committee. 
He received the Emeritus, Senior and Life Membership 
from the Alberta and Canadian Medical Association. 

Dr. Dereck Maseka I CPSA, CFPC, AMA, SOGC, CMPA

Dereck graduated from Zambia in 1986, has a 
Masters of Family Medicine from RSA, and is a 
Fellow of the Australian Royal College of GPs. He 
moved to Canada in 2004 and has since practiced 
in Drumheller, AB. Dereck is a keen teacher, 
precepting on three continents. He has 4 adult 
children and loves to run when not practicing 
medicine. 



Workshops

Workshop 1: Promoting Learner Independence:  
“Look Doc, No Training Wheels”

Objectives 
•	 Develop a nuanced 

understanding of entrustable 
professional activities.

•	 Learn strategies for preceptors 
to safely promote learner 
independence in their practice.

•	 Learn how to gain confidence 
in “removing the training 
wheels” from learners as they 
become competent physicians.

Dr. Veronique Ram, Dr. Luke Savage

Objectives 

•	 Learn the importance of 
well-documented evaluation 
reports.

•	 Identify the features of a 
quality evaluation report.

•	 Explain the ITERS learner 
evaluation process.

Dr. Dereck Maseka

Workshop 2: Quality Reporting: Succesful Completion 
of ITERs

Dr. Maryanne Rockx Erickson I MD, FRCPC

Maryanne completed medical school at UWO in 
London, Ontario. She has worked in many rural 
areas and smaller cities as well as University 
hospitals. She enjoys patients and colleagues from 
all environments. 

Dr. Veronique Ram I MD

Veronique is an MD/PhD currently in her second 
year of the Rural Family Medicine Residency 
program in Lethbridge. She is also a mom of 
3, co-founder of Drumheller’s Patient Medical 
Home (Riverside Medical), an avid runner, 
reader, and lover of Broadway musicals.



Workshop 3: Parenting, Precepting, and Physicianship: 
A Moderated Panel Discussion

Objectives   

•	 Share the joys and challenges 
of parenting while working in 
medical fields.

•	 Discuss how preceptors 
can educate learners about 
parenting as a medical 
professional.

•	 Identify and discuss how 
preceptors can better 
support medical learners 
who are parents.

Dr. Kristy Penner (Moderator)
Dr. Veronique Ram
Dr. Maryanne Rockx Erickson

Objectives

•	 Describe the relationship 
between Medical Schools 
and Distributed and Rural 
physician-teachers.

•	 Discuss the landscape of 
faculty recognition for DME 
faculty.

•	 Explore meaningful and novel 
approaches to recognition for 
DME faculty.

Dr. Aaron Johnston

Workshop 4: Currencies of Recognition for 
Distributed Medical Faculty

Objectives

•	 Share changes in medicine 
over the last 40 years.

•	 Identify technical 
advancements in the medical 
field over the last 40 years.

•	 Describe challenges of rural 
medical practice.

Dr. Lawrence Olfert

Plenary: Reflections : 40 Years of Medical Practice

Workshop 5: How to Identify and Evaluate Resident 
Professionalism

Objectives
•	 Learn the CFPC Evaluation 

Objective of Professionalism 
and its attendant 12 themes.

•	 Discuss ways to recognize, 
evaluate and coach learner 
professionalism.

•	 Practice identifying 
opportunities to support 
learner professionalism 
through case examples.

Dr. Lena Derie-Gillespie
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Dress

Dress is business casual. Sweaters or items of clothing that 
can be layered are recommended since temperature in the 
venue may fluctuate.

Meals

We are sensitive to dietary requirements (i.e.: gluten free,
peanut allergies) and do our best to offer a variety of options;
however we are unable to guarantee that all dietary needs can
be accommodated.

Scent-Free

To ensure the comfort of everyone attending this event, 
please do not wear scented products.

Additional Program Information

FOIP

Registration information is collected under the authority 
of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy 
Act. The contact information you provide is required by our 
office to register you in the course, prepare material for your 
use and notify you of upcoming programs offered by DLRI.

For Further Information

DISTRIBUTED LEARNING & RURAL INITIATIVES
Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary
Heritage Medical Research Building - G12
3330 Hospital Drive, NW, Calgary, AB T2N 4N1
403-210-6546

N 62
FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 

SEMINAR
FOR MEDICAL EDUCATORS
Register at ucalgary.ca/ruralmedicine/events

REGISTER BY OCTOBER 1st 
NOVEMBER 16, 2019

Chateau Nova Yellowknife, NWT



Notes

Development Conference
 for Teaching Physicians
February 7-9, 2020

C BIN
FE ER

20
20

FEBRUARY 7 - 9 , 2020
Pomeroy Kanananaskis Mountain Lodge
More info at ucalgary.ca/ruralmedicine/events

Save
the Date



DISTRIBUTED LEARNING & RURAL INITIATIVES
Cumming School of Medicine, University of Calgary
Heritage Medical Research Building (G12)
3330 Hospital Drive NW, Calgary, AB  T2N 4N1
Toll Free 1.877.466.4257 
dlri@ucalgary.ca
cumming.ucalgary.ca/ruralmedicine

@RuralMedicine @UCalgaryRural @UCalgaryRural

#SAPS2019


