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MESSAGE FROM THE DEPARTMENT HEAD

DOM Medical Grand Rounds and other teaching and learning activities 
are now underway for the 2025–26 academic year. I am delighted 
to welcome all new faculty members, residents, and students to the 
Department of Medicine. 

I would also like to invite all DOM faculty members to join us for the DOM 
& IMRP Annual Celebration Dinner on November 15 at the Fairmont 
Palliser Hotel. This special evening will recognize and celebrate the 
outstanding contributions of our faculty across the department, as well as 
the achievements of our Internal Medicine residents. 

I encourage you to explore the rest of this newsletter for key departmental 
highlights and important announcements. Please also remember to check 
your AHS email regularly for updates from Medical Affairs. 

Wishing everyone an enjoyable and productive start to the academic 
year—and the chance to make the most of this beautiful extended fall 
before winter arrives once again.
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UPCOMING EVENTS WITHIN THE DOM

Join us for the DOM Faculty & IMRP Annual Celebration Dinner  
on the evening of Saturday, November 15, 2025 at the Fairmont Palliser. RSVP Above. 

Want to stay overnight? Promo link https://book.passkey.com/go/HOLID1125 (Own expense) 
If you have a specific request or room preferences, please call in directly to speak with one of their agents. You should reference the rate offer code below to identify yourself as part of this event. Reser-
vations contact number 1-800-441-1414 Kindly note - the rate offer reference code is intended for guests who prefer to book directly through an agent. It will not work on a standard website as it is NOT a 

promo code. The Passkey link directs guests to the dedicated booking site for the event, no code will be required. Rate Offer reference code ‘HOLID1125’ 

https://survey.ucalgary.ca/jfe/
form/SV_eVSuhHXz6wMf1sO

LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS

DOM SITE LEAD AT SOUTH HEALTH CAMPUS  

The Department of Medicine is pleased to announce that Dr. Alex Chee took on the role 
of DOM Site Lead at SHC as of September 1, 2025. As SHC Site Lead for the DOM, Dr. 
Chee will share responsibility with the Section Heads and the Department Head for all 
administration of the department at the SHC site.

Dr. Chee is a Clinical Associate Professor at the University of Calgary and has served as 
Site Lead for Respiratory Medicine at South Health Campus since 2021. He brings over 

a decade of experience in academic medicine, clinical leadership, and digital health innovation. He currently 
serves as a Provincial Medical Informatics Lead for Medicine under the CMIO at Alberta Health Services, 
where he plays a key role in the implementation and optimization of Connect Care across the province. His 
expertise in clinical workflows and health informatics is central to supporting high-quality, integrated care.

Dr. Chee completed his training in internal medicine and respirology at Queen’s University and UBC, followed 
by fellowship training in interventional pulmonology at the University of Calgary. He has held academic and 
leadership roles at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center and Harvard Medical School, including Director of 
Research for Interventional Pulmonology. In addition to his clinical and academic roles, Dr. Chee is active in 
medical innovation with patents in the pulmonary space and executive roles in several startup companies.

\

Please join us in welcoming the following members to their Leadership Roles.
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LEADERSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please join us in welcoming the following members to their Leadership Roles.

IMRP ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR R4 RESIDENTS 
 
 

Dr. Sidra Javed is a Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine as well as 
a general internist at Foothills Medical Centre in the division of GIM. Dr. Javed completed 
her Internal Medicine residency and GIM fellowship at the University of Calgary. She has 
a special interest in Quality Improvement/Patient Safety and Patient and Family Centered 
Care (PFCC) initiatives. 

Dr. Javed is actively engaged in medical education and POCUS training at undergraduate and post-graduate 
level. She currently holds the medical director position at Alberta International Medical Graduate Program 
(AIMGP) and plays a pivotal role in shaping the educational landscape for aspiring international medical 
professionals seeking integration into the Canadian healthcare system. She runs MCC delivered NAC OSCE 
as a chief examiner at the Calgary center and supervises the externship process for IMG candidates who 
matched to residency positions via CaRMS.  

Dr. Stephanie Garner took on the role of IMRP Assistant Program Director – Resident Research 
in August. Dr. Michael Walsh took on the role of IMRP Associate Program Director – Curriculum 
and Academic Programming in September as well as Dr. Sidra Javed took on the IMRP Associate 
Program Director R4 Residents role also in September. 

IMRP ASSISTANT PROGRAM DIRECTOR - RESIDENT RESEARCH 
 

Dr. Stephanie Garner is a Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine 
and a practicing rheumatologist at the University of Calgary. She completed her Internal 
Medicine residency at the University of Calgary and her Rheumatology residency at 
McMaster University. Dr. Garner also holds a Master’s degree in Medical Science from 
the University of Calgary, with a focus on models of care for patients with rheumatic 
diseases. Additionally, she completed a clinical fellowship in vasculitis through the 
Vasculitis Foundation and the Vasculitis Clinical Research Consortium. 

Dr. Garner’s clinical and research interests include vasculitis and pediatric-to-adult transition care. She 
has published in these areas and remains active in collaborative clinical research. She is also engaged 
in postgraduate medical education, serving as the Competency by Design Lead and and Chair of the 
Competency Committee for the Rheumatology training program.

IMRP ASSOCIATE PROGRAM DIRECTOR - CURRICULUM 

Dr. Michael Walsh is a Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Medicine in the 
division of GIM. Dr. Walsh holds a Master's Degree in Health Professions Education from 
Johns Hopkins University and completed a point-of-care ultrasound (POCUS) fellowship 
at the University of Calgary. 

Dr. Walsh is engaged in post graduate medical education. He is currently the Assistant 
Program Director for POCUS and Procedures for the IMRP and oversees the POCUS 

curriculum and academic programming for the GIM sub-specialty residents. 

For our up-to-date leadership organizational chart you can find it on the DOM Website. And a list of 
key contacts can be found under the about us section of the website. 
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AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Join us in congratulating the following members for their achievements over the past few months

CIHR PROJECT GRANT SPRING PRIORITY ANNOUNCEMENT 
Congratulations to Dr. David Campbell, Endocrinology, for receiving a CIHR Project Grant 
Priority Announcement: Patient-Oriented Research - Health equity-focused iCT. This research 
focus is "Addressing Gaps in Diabetes Care for Populations Facing Structural Vulnerability 
through the Diabetes Mobile Clinic (DMC): A Randomized Controlled Trial". 

CIHR PROJECT GRANT
Congratulations to Dr. Glen Hazlewood on receiving a CIHR Project Grant supporting the re-
search "A randomized trial of a Decision-Aid for Tapering Advanced therapy in Rheumatoid 
Arthritis (DATA-RA)" which was funded at $654k over 4 years. 

CIHR PROJECT GRANT
Congratulations to Dr. Raynell Lang on receiving a CIHR Project Grant supporting the 
research "A Trauma Screening Program for People with HIV: Development of a patient-cen-
tered Trauma Screening Questionnaire and Implementation Guidance for HIV care pro-
grams." which was funded at $302k over 3 years. 

CIHR PROJECT GRANT PRIORITY ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations to Dr. Christina Thornton, Respiratory Medicine, for receiving a CIHR Project 
Grant Priority Announcement: Antimicrobial Resistance (Bridge Grant) supporting the research 
"Deciphering How Host-Microbe and Microbe-Microbe Interactions Drives Bronchiectasis 
Outcomes".

CIHR PROJECT GRANT
Congratulations Dr. Elissa Rennert-May on receiving a CIHR Project Grant supporting the 
research " Population-based Assessment of Cardiac Implantable Electronic Device Infections 
in Canada: The PACED Study" which was funded at $409k over 3 years. 

CIHR PROJECT GRANT
Congratulations to Dr. Nauzer Forbes on receiving a CIHR Project Grant supporting "Short-
term intravenous Fluids for prevention of Post-ERCP Pancreatitis (The STRIPE Study)" 
which was funded at $761k over 4 years. 
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AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Join us in congratulating the following members for their achievements over the past few months

CIHR PROJECT GRANT
Congratulations to Dr. Leslie Skeith on receiving a CIHR Project Grant supporting the re-
search "The PARTUM (Postpartum Aspirin to Reduce Thromboembolism Undue Morbidity) 
Trial" which was funded at $4.56 million over 6 years. 

CIHR PROJECT GRANT
Congratulations Dr. Karen Tang on receiving a CIHR Project Grant supporting the research 
"Enhancing sociodemographic data in a province-wide electronic health record" which was 
funded at $558k over 4 years. 

The Department of Medicine had a 35% success rate on CIHR 
Spring Grant Competition funding. 

(CSM success rate 23.5% and national success rate 15.5%) 

CIHR PROJECT GRANT HISTORIC RESULTS  
(Not including bridge/Priority Announcements)

DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE CSM NATIONAL
Submitted Awarded Success Rate Success Rate Success Rate

Spring 2025 17 6 35.3% 23.5% (27 of 115) 15.5%

Fall 2024 14 3 21.4% 24.1% (27 of 112) 17.2%

Spring 2024 12 2 16.7% 19.2% (19 of 99) 15.3%

Fall 2023 13 2 15.4% 11.8% (12 of 102) 17.2%

Spring 2023 10 1 10% 16.7% (12 of 72) 18.0%

Fall 2022 11 4 36.3% 23.4% (18 of 77) 20.1%

Spring 2022 13 4 30.8% 20.2% (19 of 94) 19.3%

Fall 2021 16 4 25% 22% (20 of 91) 20.7%

Spring 2021 19 4 21.1% 18.4% (19 of 103) 17.7%

Fall 2020* 17 3 17.6% 18.9% (20 of 106) 15.0%

Spring 2020 13 2 15.4% 23.6% (21 of 89) 15.8%

Fall 2019 14 2 14.3% 21% (16 of 76) 17.6%

Spring 2019 13 5 38.5% 25% (24 of 95) 15.6%

Fall 2018 16 4 25% 15.5% (15 of 97) 15.0%

Spring 2018 16 2 12.5% 12.8% (12 of 94) 14.0%

Fall 2017 17 1 5.9% 22.4% (34 of 152) 15.0%

Fall 2016 16 1 6.3% 13.7% (17 of 124) 16.5%

Spring 2016 21 1 4.8% 12.4% (21 of 169) 12.9%
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AWARDS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Join us in congratulating the following members for their achievements over the past few months

UNIVERSITY OF OXFORD EXTENDED VISITING FELLOWSHIP
Congratulations to Dr. John Conly for receiving an extension to his Visiting Fellowship until 
September 2027 decided by the governing body of Kellogg College at the University of Oxford. 

DESIGNATED WHO/PAHO COLLABORATING CENTRE FOR RESEARCH... 
Dr. John Conly and Dr. Herman Barkeme will be directors of the WHO/PAHO CC. It is recently 
announced the centre has been officially designated as WHO/PAHO Collaborating Centre for 
Research on Antimicrobial Resistance and Appropriate Use of antimicrobials beginning Aug 18 
2025 for a 4 year term. This is a culmination of several years of work to achieve this. 

CALGARY ZONE GREEN TEAM COMPETITION WINNERS! 
The DOM pulmonary team (leaders Dr. Joel Chen and Dina Fisher) won the Calgary Zone Green Team Competition. 
The team included Team members. The project was titled "Bring Your Own Bronchodilator" was aiming to reduce the 
number of discarded single-use Ventolin Metered Dose Inhalers (MDI) in the Pulmonary Functional Test (PFT) lab by 205 
within 3 weeks after implementation at PLC. A 95% decrease of single-use MDI's was observed. Read the full story here

•	 Dina Fisher – Respiratory Physician Lead PLC
•	 Joel Chen – Respiratory Physician PLC
•	 Dawn Papp – PLC Respiratory Services, Pulmonary Diagnostics Supervisor
•	 Alan Sutton – PLC Respiratory Services, Pulmonary Diagnostics Manager
•	 Claire Barber – Associate Vice Chair Planetary Health DOM
•	 Arooj Nazir – Quality & Process Improvement Consultant
•	 Kiran Dhiman – Research Coordinator & Precision Health Student in QI and Safety Health Leadership
•	 QI Group: Jelena Poprzen, Monica Veness – Clinical Quality Improvement Consultants
•	 Omenaa Boakye – Lead, Provincial Projects-Acute Care Alberta

SPECIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Dr. Claire Barber, Associate Vice Chair of Planetary Health, also gives special acknowledgment to the hard work and effort of 
Dr Bhavneet Khalon in Nephrology for her initiative to reduce waste in nephrology: Bring your own blanket and bottle (BY-
OBB): A waste reduction initiative in outpatient haemodialysis units

ELECTED FELLOW TO THE CANADIAN ACADEMY OF HEALTH SCIENCES 
 
Congratulations Dr. Robert Quinn on being elected as one of the new Fellows to the Cana-
dian Academy of Health Sciences for 2025. “Election to the Canadian Academy of Health 
Sciences acknowledges outstanding contributions to the health sciences,” 
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PLANETARY HEALTH UPDATES
Notes from Dr. Claire Barber, Associate Vice Chair, Planetary Health

SCIENCE IN THE CINEMA 
In this engaging public event we hosted a viewing of the documentary Plastic People which explores the health impacts 
of microplastics. The movie was followed by a moderated question period and discussion by speakers including Dr Steve 
Wilton (cardiologist and co-lead of CSM Planetary Health Office), Dr Srijak Bhatnagar (Assistant Professor, Computa-
tional Biology and Microbial Ecology at Athabasca University) and Jennifer Koole (Executive director of the Recycling 
Council of Alberta). We look forward to partnering with Science and the Cinema September 2026 for our next event (stay 
tuned!).

SUCCESSFUL COMMUNITY CLEANUP 
A successful community clean up took place at Princes Island Park on September 20 with about 16-17 people in atten-
dence. 
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NEW FACULTY ORIENTATION & NETWORKING DAY RECAP

NEW FACULTY ORIENTATION AND NETWORKING DAY A GREAT SUCCESS 

The Department of Medicine held a very successful New Faculty Orientation and Networking Day 
at the Calgary Zoo on Tuesday, September 23.  
 
The event welcomed 18 new faculty members representing 8 divisions across the DOM. The day 
featured an engaging Grand Rounds presentation on Civility in Medicine by Dr. Mamta Gautam (Uni-
versity of Ottawa). Other sessions covered topics such as Imposter Phenomenon, Research in the 
DOM, Staying Organized for Success, Working Effectively with Administrative Assistants, Education 
in the DOM, and Belonging. 

Participants also took part in an interactive mentorship workshop, followed by a reception that offered 
an opportunity for new faculty to connect with DOM leadership in an informal setting. 
 
Mark your calendars — next year’s event will take place on September 22, 2026. We encourage all 
new DOM members within their first few years to attend this valuable day of learning, connection, and 
community building.
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CALL FOR ABSTRACTS

FACULTY NEEDED FOR UPCOMING TEACHING AND CaRMs 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4EADAF2FABF94-54340582-abstract

November 28 – December 15, 2025
Online	CaRMS File Review 
Sign up Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4EADAF2FABF94-55135837-carms

November 5, 2025 – November 19, 2025 | 1300 - 1700
ATSSL PGY2 Procedural Skills (Central/Arterial Line; Airway, Lumbar Puncture) 
Sign up Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4EADAF2FABF94-57244570-pgy2

March 6, 2026 - March 27, 2026
Resident Research Day: Abstract Reviews
Sign up Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4EADAF2FABF94-54340582-abstract

May 6, 2025 | Resident Research Day | Times Vary
Oral Presentations - Judge 
Poster Presentations - Judge 
Small Group Facilitators 
Sign up Link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080F4EADAF2FABF94-59408460-imrp
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DOM HAQ SPEAKER SERIES

The Health Analytics and Quality Team is presenting a monthly speaker series delving into the fore-
front of QI. These sessions are eligible for CME credits. Details here & archive information. 

DATE & TIME         LOCATION PRESENTER(S)         TOPIC
Sept 15, 2025 

9:00 - 10:00 AM
Recording  
Available Dr. Julia E. Moore Leveraging Implementation Science 

to Improve Outcomes
Oct 20, 2025 

9:00 - 10:00 AM
Recording  
Available Dr. Ward Flemons Just Culture - A Key Ingredient for 

Safer Healthcare
Nov 17, 2025 

9:00 - 10:00 AM Zoom Dr. Elissa Rennert-May CIED Project

Dec 15, 2025 
9:00 - 10:00 AM Zoom Dr. Maria Santana Patient Engagement PROMS/

PREMS
Feb 9, 2026 

9:00 – 10:00 AM Zoom Dr. Bhavini Gohel, Jelena Poprzen, Dr. 
Dina Fisher & Dr. Joel Chen Green Team Competition

Mar 16, 2026 TBA TBA Annual Symposium Event
Apr 20, 2026 

9:00 - 10:00 AM Dr. Wendy Levinson Choosing Wisely 

May 11, 2026 
9:00 - 10:00 AM Zoom Dr. Kristin Fraser Clinical Event Debriefing 

Jun 15, 2026 
9:00 - 10:00 AM Zoom Dr. Shawn Dowling QI Work in ER 

DOM HAQ AWARD - OPEN FOR APPLICATIONS

The DOM Health Analytics & Quality Award is an annual competition for up to CAD $50,000 to support quality improve-
ment projects that either 1) Develop new analytics; and/or 2) leverage established analytics to monitor & support improve-
ment initiatives’ impact on patient outcomes, clinical processes, and enhancements to the structure of healthcare delivery 
for patient populations that are relevant for the Department.
 
Proposed projects should align with the DOM Health Analytics & Quality (HAQ) Working Group, statement of purpose:  

“To promote and develop clinical outcome, process and structure measures for important patient populations the 
Department is accountable for in whole or in part. Clinical measures created by the HAQ will identify opportunities 
for clinicians and AHS operational leaders to improve patient care, reduce cost, and improve patient experience. 
HAQ will facilitate the inception and execution of improvement projects for the Department.”
 

In addition, applicants are encouraged to demonstrate how their initiatives will incorporate principles of sustainable health-
care, such as:
•	 Promoting prevention and proactive care to reduce future burden on the health system
•	 Engaging and empowering patients in their care
•	 Streamlining processes to improve efficiency and reduce waste
•	 Considering environmental impacts and opportunities to support low-carbon healthcare
 
Completed applications are to be received electronically through the Health Analytics and Quality Award Submission 
REDCap Portal on or before December 8, 2025. An announcement of the successful applicant will be made on or before 
January 30, 2026. Complete details about project proposals, including how to apply, can be found in the Health Analytics 
& Quality Award Terms of Reference and on our Health Analytics Working Group Webpage.
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CSM DEPARTMENT OF MEDICINE GRADUATE SCHOLARSHIP

•	Open to students registered full-time in a thesis-based graduate degree program in the Cumming School 
of Medicine or Biomedical Engineering who are under the supervision or co-supervision of a full member of 
the Department of Medicine. 
 

•	Students must be registered in their first year or in the first semester of their second year at time of the 
award start date. 

•	Applicants must complete a statement of eligibility (approximately 300 words) describing how they meet the 
eligibility criteria. 

•	This award falls under the CSM Funding Policy 

•	Students are required to submit a CSM Harmonized Form. More information can be found: 
https://cumming.ucalgary.ca/gse/current-students/scholarships 

•	Students may hold only one CSM Department of Medicine scholarship at any given time and may only 
receive this award once.

For more information and to apply visit the Graduate Award Competition Guidelines  
https://grad.ucalgary.ca/awards/opportunities/gac and complete the Graduate Award Scholarship application 
through the Student Centre. 

If any Early Career Investigators would like to meet for advice, please reach out Dr. Carla Coffin, DOM VC of 
Research (cscoffin@ucalgary.ca)

 
 
This Scholarship reflects the commitment of the CSM Department of Medicine to promote excellence in health 
research by recruiting and retaining outstanding graduate students. The CSM Department of Medicine aims 
to support supervisors in the early stages of their career. The award has a value of $27,000 for doctoral and 
$22,000 for masters. Applications open in November.

Link: CSM Grant Development Office Weekly Digest  
Includes microtips, funding opportunities, research support 

Link: CSM Office of Faculty Development  
Information on promotion session | Oct 27, 29, 13 
And various other education opportunities 

THE CSM INNOVATION AND COMMERCIALIZATION OFFICE  
The CSM Innovation and Commercialization Office is launching a quarterly newsletter designed for CSM 
students, faculty, and staff who want to:
•	 Translate their research into a viable start up / Discover commercialization opportunities and support ser-

vices for their start up
•	 Celebrate research breakthroughs being translated into real-world solutions
•	 Get inspired by innovators from across the CSM community 
If this sounds like you, subscribe and join our growing innovation community! Next issue is out December 
3rd. 

RECENT COMMUNICATIONS CSM
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FOOTHILLS CAMPUS COMMUNITY PANTRY

DOM PEER SUPPORT TEAM

Please bring in non-perishable food or personal care items or make a monetary donation 
through this giving page:  https://engage.ucalgary.ca/Foothills Pantry
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