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Entrustable Professional Activities in Clerkship 
 
In addition to ITER feedback, Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) are a valuable source of feedback 
during your clinical training.   
 
We will continue to use EPA assessments to inform the work of the Competency 
Committee for all classes in clerkship moving forward; students can refer to the terms of 
reference of the Competency Committee for details. 
https://cumming.ucalgary.ca/mdprogram/about/governance 
 
The tool to complete this assessment will be on one45 (the same tool used for ITERs). It can be 
completed by an attending physician or resident; non physicians cannot complete an EPA 
assessment (although we may consider this in the future). EPA assessments do not have to be 
pre-arranged. After a patient encounter, students can then request that a preceptor complete 
one or more EPA assessments. 
 
The total minimum number of EPAs to be assessed was determined through a multistep 
process combining input from both the Clerkship Directors and the members of the 
Competency Committee. Students will need to demonstrate satisfactory performance on a 
total of 43 EPA assessments in the clerkship. A minimum of two EPA assessments should be 
completed per week. The detailed breakdown of the number of EPA assessments required for 
each of the 12 EPAs is in the table below: 
 
 

 
EPA 

 
Description 

Recommended minimum rated 
as "ready for reactive 

supervision" 
 

1 
Obtain a history and perform a physical examination 
adapted to the patient's clinical situation 

8 (should be demonstrated in > 1 
clerkship) 

 
2 

Formulate and justify a prioritized differential 
diagnosis 

 
4 

 
3 

Formulate an initial plan of investigation based on the 
diagnostic hypothesis 

 
4 

 
4 

Interpret and communicate results of common 
diagnostic and screening tests 

 
4 

 
5 

Formulate, communicate and implement management 
plans 

 
4 

 
6 

Present oral and written reports that document a 
clinical encounter 

 
4 

7 Provide and receive the handover in transition of care 2 
 

8 
Recognize a patient requiring urgent or emergent care, 
provide initial management and seek help 

 
3 



9 Communicate in difficult situations 2 
10 Participate in health quality improvement initiatives 1 

 
11 

 
Perform general procedures of a physician 

4 (should be demonstrated from > 1 
procedure) 

 
12 

Educate patients on disease management, health 
promotion and preventative medicine 

 
3 

 

While these are expected minimums for completion, there is no upper limit on the number of 
EPAs that a student could have assessed. There will undoubtedly be situations where a 
preceptor agrees to complete an EPA evaluation for a clerk but doesn’t follow through. As long 
as the clerk has completed all of the required EPA assessments by the end of clerkship, those 
that are not completed won’t matter. Keep in mind that the expectation is that clerks will have 
some EPA assessments that aren’t ‘successful’ (i.e. rated as a 2, not a 3). 

 
For example, a student will regularly ‘present oral or written reports that document a patient 
encounter’ – EPA 6. They may ask 10 preceptors to complete EPA assessments on EPA 6. Of 



those 10, two aren’t completed (preceptor forgot); four are completed and rate the student as 
a ‘2’; and four are completed with the student rated as a ‘3’. That student has met the 
requirement for EPA 6, as they now have the required four satisfactory EPA assessments 
(indicating, as described above, that they are ready for ‘reactive supervision’). The fact that the 
student took ten ‘tries’ to complete this is irrelevant. 

 
While students will be expected to collect EPA assessments regularly on their clinical rotations, 
some EPA assessments will also be completed through the Clerkship OSCE. By the end of 
clerkship, students must have EPAs that have been completed by at least four different 
preceptors/residents. This should be easily achieved. 
 
The step by step process is (see screen shots below): 

1. Student on a clinical rotation completes a task that matches with an identified EPA 
2. Student asks faculty or resident to complete an EPA evaluation of this task that has been 

observed; this can be at any time during a rotation 
3. Student logs into one45, selects the preceptor and sends the preceptor a request to 

complete a specific EPA evaluation (or could be more than one) 
4. Evaluator logs into one45 and completes EPA evaluation by ticking one of two boxes and 

providing optional narrative feedback 
 
 



 
 
 

Students see the results as soon as faculty submit them. 
 

Preceptors will essentially see a one question form, requiring them to tick one of two choices to 
assess the student performance on a single EPA.  There will be a comment box for feedback. 
Faculty can opt out of completing the form, and it will vanish from their to do list on one45 in 
14 days if not completed. 



 
 

The amount of work for students and evaluators should be minimal in order to prevent this 
data collection from being too arduous. The EPA assessments and any attached comments will 
not be a component of the MSPR. The EPA assessments will only be used by the Competency 
Committee to demonstrate readiness to graduate. UME will monitor the completion of these 
EPA assessments and may have to modify procedures and processes. 
 

EPA Student Report 
 
Log into One45: https://calgary.one45.com/ 
 

Click on Report Center and choose “EPA Status Report” 

 
 
Set your dates (critical to ensure you cover the entirety of your clerkship) 



 
 
You can see your status, the EPAs you’ve achieved, and the required number for each EPA 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Must click a day or 
it will not actually 
change the date 

Class of 2022 
This column is the number 
of EPAs you’ve achieved 


